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What is your vision for the Geography curriculum?
At Great Yarmouth Charter Academy, we want the Geography curriculum to provide pupils
with the vocabulary and understanding to participate in contemporary political discussions,
such as climate change and migration as well as understanding the physical processes
which shape the landscape. The curriculum is balanced between human, physical and
environmental geography topics.

What is ambitious about the Geography curriculum?
The content of the key stage 3 knowledge-based geography curriculum has been selected
to enable pupils to understand the processes in the human and physical environment. We
introduce a range of geographical concepts  and link them to other subject areas (such as
Science in the ecosystems and tectonics units, and History in the units on population and
settlement change . The curriculum engages with contemporary issues, such as climate
change, migration, economic development and natural hazard management.  We try to
imbed advanced vocabulary, for example, when teaching the unit on River landscapes and
processes in Year 8, we include terminology such as ‘Thalweg’ with our most able learners:
this word does not appear in the exam board syllabus until A level!

How does Geography teach pupils “the best knowledge we have”?
Contemporary research underpins the curriculum. For example, the curriculum has recently
been updated to include a unit on the Anthropocene: utilising recent scientific research into
the impact of human activity on the atmosphere, hydrosphere and biosphere. We use a
range of local and international case studies to apply theoretical knowledge to the real
world.

What is the core entitlement for all pupils who study Geography?

Unit What will pupils study? What will pupils learn?

Year 7 Autumn term Map Skills
- World, Europe and UK

physical and political
maps

- Ordnance Survey maps
Agriculture

- Arable and Pastoral
Farming

- Their location at a local,
regional, national and
international scale

- The locations of major
countries

- OS map navigation
skills: grid referencing;
compass; distance and



scale; contours
- Methods and locations

of farming in the UK
- Subsistence and

Commercial Farming
- Sedentary and Nomadic

Farming
- Organic and Intensive

Farming

Year 7 Spring term Population
- The Gambia Case Study
- China Case Study

Settlement and Urbanisation
- Birmingham Case Study
- Mexico City Case Study

- Population indicator
data handling: natural
change; population
density; migration

- The causes and
consequences of
Youthful and Ageing
populations

- Migration
- Changing cities

Year 7 Summer term Weather and Climate
- Typhoon Haiyan,

Philippines Case Study
- Hurricane Sandy, USA

Case Study
- Micro-climates

Investigation

- Measuring the weather
- Geographical

investigation skills -
including recording
quantitative data of
temperature and wind
speed

- The causes, impacts and
responses to extreme
weather events

Year 8 Autumn term River Landforms and Processes
- River Severn Case

Study
Coastal Landforms and
Processes

- Happisburgh Case
Study

- Transportational,
erosional and
depositional processes
and landforms

- Human activity in the
river and coastal
environments

- Causes, impacts and
responses to erosion
and flooding events

- Hydrological Cycle

Year 8 Spring term Economic Development and
Globalisation

- Primary, secondary,
tertiary and quaternary



- Employment Structure
- Industrialisation and

de-industrialisation
- Poverty
- Supply chains
- Case study of Unilever
- Case study of India

employment sectors
- Industrial revolution in

the UK
- Causes and solutions to

poverty (e.g. UN
development and
sustainability goals)

- The increasing
interdependence of
economies

- Emerging economies

Year 8 Summer term Tectonic Hazards and Geology
- Plate tectonics
- The Rock Cycle
- Izmit Earthquake Case

Study
- Mount Saint Helens

Case Study

- The structure of the
Earth

- Plate movement
- Geological timeline
- Causes, impacts and

responses to tectonic
hazards

Year 9 Autumn term Ecosystems
- Case study of

Madagascan rainforest
- Case study of New

Forest
- Case study of the Sahel

region
Glaciation

- Glacial Processes and
landforms

- Antarctic exploration

- Location and
characteristics of
biomes

- Plant and animal
adaptation

- Nutrient Cycle
(Gersmehl Model)

- Human activity in the
rainforest, desert and
tundra biomes

Year 9 Spring term Anthropocene
- Natural and Human

causes of climate
change

- Geological and
Anthropogical timeline

- The impact of human
activity on the
environment

- Sustainable living
solutions

Year 9 Summer term Advanced Map Skills and
Location Knowledge

- The locations of major
physical features: rivers,
mountain ranges,
deserts

- Political maps of
Europe, Asia, Africa, the



Americas and Oceania
- OS map navigation

skills: grid referencing;
compass; distance and
scale; contours

How have you ensured the Geography curriculum is sequenced to build knowledge
and/or skills over time?
The first unit studied in Year 7 gives an introduction to fundamental geographical skills:
location knowledge and map skills. The concepts of place are reinforced in the agriculture
unit which follows. The final unit of key stage 3 teaches advanced map skills - revising the
basic skills and developing knowledge further: for example, contours are taught in year 7
and in year 9, cross-sections of valleys and hills are constructed. Concepts of processes and
landforms are revisited and understanding is enhanced as pupils move through the physical
units of rivers, coasts, tectonics and glaciation. Concepts in human geography are closely
linked between the units - for example, basic causes of population growth are introduced in
Year 7 and developed in year 8 when industrialisation is linked with urbanisation.

How does the Geography curriculum take pupils beyond their everyday experience?
The case studies chosen include both local and international examples, often making
comparisons between the two. The geography curriculum enables pupils to understand
their place in a dynamic world and helps them to empathise with people who have different
experiences.

How have you ensured that the Geography curriculum is broad and balanced?
The geography curriculum has a balanced combination of human, physical and
environmental units. A variety of real-life examples have been selected, opening pupils’
eyes to a variety of landscapes and cultures.

How does the Geography curriculum help pupils to participate in future study or
employment?
Geography is a facilitating subject which bridges the gap between science and humanities.
The topics covered provide a basis for the Key Stage course, using vocabulary specified in
the Edexcel A GCSE Geography syllabus, as well as having additional units which may not
be taught until A level or even degree level (such as the Anthropocene unit taught in Year
9).



How does the Geography curriculum enable pupils to participate in the wider cultural,
social or political conversations of society?
The Geography curriculum facilitates pupils to understand contemporary socio-political and
environmental conversations. For example, we study historical causes of poverty, including
uneven resource distribution and colonialism as well as looking at modern day solutions,
such as the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals. We look at natural and human
causes of climate change and help pupils to understand how their present and future
actions can shape the environment.

How does the Geography curriculum promote reading and disciplinary literacy?
All lessons in geography include a substantial passage of reading, followed by
comprehension questions as well as questions which require pupils to think geographically.

SSL: Chris Moon (Carmel Green on Maternity Leave)

How do the central education team contribute to curriculum development at GYCA?
The core knowledge and unit examination papers are written by the central team. The
curriculum leaders from across the Trust secondary schools meet twice each term to
discuss the knowledge-rich curriculum.


