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Curriculum Leader: Sarah Snaith

What is your vision for the French curriculum?
At Great Yarmouth Charter Academy, our French curriculum provides an ambitious core
entitlement which will allow pupils to participate fully and successfully both within school
and beyond in their future choices. It enables pupils to be empowered and knowledgeable
across a wide range of both Linguistic and Cultural disciplines

What is ambitious about the French curriculum?
Our French curriculum is ambitious because we carefully select and sequence content
which enables pupils to build effectively on previously learnt content and gain confidence in
their reading and understanding of French, as well as developing their ability to accurately
pronounce French and become confident speakers and writers.

How does French teach pupils “the best knowledge we have”?
First and foremost, French is taught by highly specialised teachers who are either native
speakers or have lived a considerable amount of time in the country, and who also work
continually to maintain their specialised skills and knowledge. This ensures that pupils are
learning from experts in language and culture which is essential if they are to experience
these elements with authenticity.
Curriculum content is regularly reviewed and updated, both by teachers in Charter and also,
more broadly, by the Trust.

What is the core entitlement for all pupils who study French?

Unit What will pupils study? Examples of what will pupils
learn?

Year 7 Autumn term Introducing/speaking about
oneself - verbs to be and to
have in present. Key adjectives
and adjective agreement

To accurately describe
themselves and others using a
range of adjectives and
intensifiers.

Year 7 Spring term Verbs in the third person,
reflexive form “s’entendre
avec”, adjectives of personality

Describing family members,
relationships and pets, using
new structures as described



and names of animals.
The “avoir” 1st person
imperfect.

left and also re-using
structures learned in T1.

Year 7 Summer term To use the verbs “aimer” and
“détester” to express opinions
on and describe free-time
activities and sports.

To be able to describe and
express an opinion on a range
of free-time activities and
sports.

Year 8 Autumn term Vocabulary pertaining to food,
drink, eating out and healthy
eating habits.
More examples of verbs and
structures in the perfect past,
irregular and regular verbs in
the perfect past. Continue to
practise the use of opinion
phrases.
New adjectives relating to food
and drink.
How food, eating out and
meal-times are regarded in a
Francophone setting.

To be able to describe a meal
eaten in the past and current
eating habits/likes and dislikes.
To demonstrate knowledge of
Francophone eating habits and
typical foods and drinks.

Year 8 Spring term Vocabulary in the context of
school; subjects, facilities and
teachers.
Differences between the school
systems in Francophone
countries and Europe more
widely and Britain.

To be able to describe their
own school experience and
express a range of opinions and
justify these opinions when
talking about school.

Year 8 Summer term Vocabulary describing the local
area and home. Describing
daily routines in and around the
home.
Differences between
towns/cities in Francophone
countries and Britain.
Differences and similarities in
lifestyle between countries.

To be able to describe with
accuracy their home and local
area - places and facilities, as
well as their own home.
To express opinions on these.
To use the subjunctive to
express opposition within a
sentence.

Year 9 Autumn term Verbs which express feelings.
Modal verbs used to accept or
decline invitations.

To be able to make, accept and
decline invitations in a range of
contexts.



Cultural similarities and
differences around
vegetarianism/veganism.
Twinning Associations and
exchanges. Facts about
Rambouillet, GY twin town.

To express more complex
opinions about food and drink.
To understand the value of
travel/cultural exchanges.

Year 9 Spring term Vocabulary around Healthy
Lifestyles: food and drink
choices and recommendations,
exercise, sleep, alcohol and
cigarettes, and the effects of
these.
Comparisons between
French/Francophone attitudes
to these issues and British
attitudes.
Conditional/imperative
language.

To explain and describe what
they do and do not do to stay
healthy.
To express what they would
like to do in future to be
healthier.
To have a better understanding
of lifestyle issues and their
effects. To develop their
cultural understanding,
regarding different attitudes
elsewhere.

Year 9 Summer term Media and Free-time
Vocabulary around technology,
social-media and its use.
Future and conditional tenses.

To explain and justify opinions
on social media; risks and
advantages. To explain habits
and attitudes towards a range
of media and describe how
they use this in their free time.
To be able to comment upon
ideas of what technology could
and may look like in future.

How have you ensured the French curriculum is sequenced to build knowledge and/or
skills over time?
The curriculum has been carefully planned to teach knowledge that builds on knowledge
over time. This has been done in conjunction with Inspiration Trust and our SSL, with
long-term collaboration between Curriculum Leads and experts in schools to develop an
ambitious curriculum which will be both thorough and wide-reaching in its scope, assuming
no prior knowledge in the subject.

Content is taught through a “Core text” of 10-15 lines, which are carefully selected and
written to reflect both the core curriculum requirements and school context.
For example, in an introductory text, Y7 pupils learn to talk about members of staff using
key adjectives and the verb “to be” in the first and third persons. This provides an excellent



foundation for beginning the Core Curriculum texts as well as building confidence in
reading aloud and speaking.

In turn, everything learned in Y7, is built upon in Y8 and so on. KS3 provides an excellent
and solid foundation for broader lexical and more complex grammar in KS4.

How does the French curriculum take pupils beyond their everyday experience?
Exposure to a foreign language does and should always mean exposure to that culture.
Both through the language itself, in differences of expression or structure, but also
anecdotally through expert specialists continually sharing their own knowledge and
experiences of Francophone culture.

Use is also made of authentic materials, to give pupils another view of life in Francophone
countries.

At GCSE, Francophone Literature is a requirement, as is the ability to express one’s opinions
on a range of issues and questions pertaining to modern life.
On a whole school level, French is promoted through greetings, house competitions and
teachers of French using only French in their everyday interactions with each other.
The teaching of French and the “French experience” of pupils also ties into the multi-lingual
composition of our school community, with comparisons between different languages very
much encouraged, thus prompting pupils to regard their immediate surroundings in a
different light.

Social, cultural, historical and political understanding is thus also explored and encouraged.

How have you ensured that the French curriculum is broad and balanced?
As alluded to above, the French curriculum is designed in such a way as to give pupils
maximum exposure to core theories and knowledge, to allow for them to become confident
readers, writers and speakers of French. In order to do this, they also learn to express
themselves on a wide range of topics; and develop opinions and justifications on these.
They are also exposed continually, to comparisons and explanations of how things may be
different or the same, not just in Francophone culture but more widely, as this encourages
comparison between different cultures and languages already present in our community.

In order to allow learners to develop confidence as language learners and also experience
breadth of knowledge, a balance must be struck between linguistic skills and knowledge,



which must be frequently practised and repeated, and the above-mentioned, but no less
important, cultural input.

The curriculum not only interleaves new and previously learned knowledge, but also
intersects history, geography and other aspects of culture with those which pupils might be
expected to have learned in other subjects. In doing so, it allows learners to understand
how studying the language and culture of another country and lead them to learn and
examine aspects of their own. Thus adding to their cultural capital.

How does the French curriculum help pupils to participate in future study or
employment and enable pupils to participate in the wider cultural, social, and political
conversations of society?

First and foremost, we believe that learning a foreign language and exposure to a “foreign”
culture is essential to the broadening of pupils' general aspirations. Whether or not they
eventually seek out employment opportunities abroad, the cultural capital endowed upon
them through giving them this “window” into other lives and places is invaluable in their
general development.

Of course, many universities also place high value on a passing grade in a Modern Foreign
Language at GCSE, as it constitutes an essential part of the “Ebacc” suite of qualifications.
Pupils wishing to pursue an academic line of studies will find this essential in opening
doors further on, in higher education.

The skills, discipline, attention to detail and perseverance needed to succeed in learning a
foreign language are valuable in many lines of work, as are the increased confidence in
communication skills and interpersonal skills which learning a foreign language affords.

At GCSE, pupils study a  range of topics which include social and environmental  problems,
literature and translation skills, the modern family and relationships, media and technology,
travel, tourism and life in Francophone countries throughout the world, the French
education system, regional differences and traditional festivals and customs in Francophone
countries.
This not only builds on knowledge gained at KS3, but also provides pupils with a broad
base of general knowledge and insight into all of the above issues and questions which are
perfectly fitted for enabling them to develop a greater understanding of the world in which
they live and the opportunity to explore these ideas. Doing this through a foreign language
is a demanding, but very valuable exercise and also gives them increased insight into the
workings of English and languages more generally.



How does the French curriculum promote reading and disciplinary literacy?
From day 1, at the beginning of Y7, great emphasis is placed on reading and the written
word in French lessons. This serves to develop general literacy - all texts are presented in
parallel with English, as extreme attention is paid to spelling, punctuation and accuracy,
both in pronunciation, with the constant practise and demonstration of phonics, and reading
aloud.

Rather than brushing over, or avoiding this, vocabulary and spellings are both taught
explicitly, and accuracy is demanded of pupils. Time is devoted to the practise of accurate
writing, and pupils are regularly tested on vocabulary and spelling.
In addition to this, pupils also frequently practise reading along with the teacher, listening
and reading and reading aloud themselves. Frequent and direct feedback is also employed
by teachers to ensure accuracy and correct pronunciation, both in English and French.

Specialist Support

SSL: Nina Torin

We are fortunate to have access to a Subject Specialist Lead and supportive central team
who visit regularly and provide feedback on teaching and learning in the department. As
mentioned previously, Curriculum Leads have worked closely with our SSL, central team
and specialists from outside the trust to develop a knowledge-rich MFL curriculum. We also
work in close collaboration with Curriculum Leads in other Trust schools which enables an
honest and open exchange of ideas and best practise.


