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What is your vision for the Drama curriculum?
At Great Yarmouth Charter Academy, Drama is taught at Key Stage 4 as an option subject.
The Drama curriculum aims to provide the pupils with essential knowledge, skills and
experience to help them to participate meaningfully in the world around them.

What is ambitious about the Drama curriculum?
The Drama curriculum is ambitious because we carefully select and sequence material
which explores the rich cultural heritage within the Western theatrical tradition while
providing a firm foundation of performance skills. The course content takes pupils on a
2500 year tour of the history of Western theatre, from its beginnings with the Ancient
Greeks, through the major developments in the art form and right up to the modern day.
They explore the Performing Arts, develop skills and learn to apply what they have learned
to devise their own high quality work.

How does Drama teach pupils “the best knowledge we have”?
The course is designed to provide pupils with knowledge of the key developments in the
Western theatrical tradition, while developing a personal toolkit of performance skills
through practical exploration of high quality performance material. Pupils are exposed to
and taught to critically appreciate works by famous playwrights such as Sophocles, William
Shakespeare, Henrik Ibsen and Joan Littlewood, as well as practitioners such as Konstantin
Stanislavski, Bertolt Brecht and Frantic Assembly. This will give them the cultural capital
they need to allow pupils to participate fully and successfully both within school and
beyond in their future choices.

What is the core entitlement for all pupils who study Drama at KS4?

Unit What will pupils study? What will pupils learn?

Year 10 Autumn
term

History of Theatre Part 1:
Ancient Greek Theatre

● The origins of Western theatre.
● The key skills and conventions

which exemplify the Greek Theatre
acting style.

● Practical focus on vocal skills and
how to use rehearsal time
effectively.



History of Theatre Part 2:
Medieval Mystery Plays

History of Theatre Part 3:
Commedia dell’ Arte

History of Theatre Part 4:
Elizabethan Theatre

● How to critically reflect on their
own work.

● Oedipus Rex by Sophocles

● How and why theatre developed in
the Middle Ages

● The key skills and conventions
which exemplify the Medieval
Mystery Play acting style.

● Practical focus on clear
movements and acting with a
sense of play.

● How to effectively evaluate the
performance of another group.

● The development of theatre on the
continent during the Renaissance.

● The key skills and conventions
which exemplify the Commedia
dell’ Arte

● Practical focus on stock characters,
physical comedy, timing and mask
work.

● Refining evaluative language.

● The key skills and conventions of
Elizabethan theatre.

● Practical Assessment in the form
of a Drama School audition -
Pupils learn how to prepare a 2
minute long Shakspearean
monologue.

● Using subject specific terminology
to explain and evaluate the
rehearsal process and
development of skills.

● Pupils are exposed to a variety of
texts from Elizabethan plays.

Year 10 Spring
term

History of Theatre Part
5: Melodrama

● The development of Melodrama in
Western Theatre

● The key skills and conventions of



Component 1: Exploring
the Performing Arts
Research Project 1: A
Doll’s House by Henrik
Ibsen

the Melodrama acting style.
● Practical focus on use of stylised

gestures, heightened emotion and
stock characters.

● Naturalism
● Roles and responsibilities within a

theatre company
● The production process
● Konstantin Stanislavski

Year 10
Summer term

Research Project 2: Oh!
What a Lovely War by
Joan Littlewood and The
Theatre Workshop

Research Project 3:
Lovesong by Abi Morgan
and Frantic Assembly

Summary of Research

● Epic Theatre
● 1960’s counter-culture
● Bertolt Brecht
● The verfremdungseffekt

● Physical Theatre
● Frantic Assembly
● Devised performance

● How a Production is Made
essay/blog.

Year 11 Autumn
term

Component 2:
Developing Skills in the
Performing Arts

● Vocal skills
● Physical skills
● Application of dramatic

conventions
● Reproduce professional repertoire

Year 11 Spring
term

Component 3:
Responding to a Brief

● Devising
● Improvisation
● Issues based Drama

Year 11
Summer term

Component 3:
Responding to a Brief -
continued

● Managing rehearsal time
● Planning a production
● Producing an original work in

response to a brief

How have you ensured the Drama curriculum is sequenced to build knowledge and/or
skills over time?
The curriculum is designed to build knowledge and skills over time, with ample opportunity
to practice and apply. Each stop off on the tour of theatre history builds on the knowledge



and skills learned in the last. The pupils will have access to a toolkit of vital skills and
knowledge which will enable them to access the highest grades in their assessments.

How does the Drama curriculum take pupils beyond their everyday experience?
The works studied have been carefully chosen because they offer the pupils access to ideas
and situations which they might not encounter in everyday life. The pupils are exposed to
high quality professional repertoire using digital streaming services. Many of our pupils
have never experienced theatre performances before starting the course.

How have you ensured that the Drama curriculum is broad and balanced?
The curriculum has been designed to give a broad overview of the Western theatrical
tradition from its beginnings in Ancient Greece, through all of the major developments in
the medium and including modern works from some of the most exciting modern
practitioners like Shelagh Stevenson and Frantic Assembly. They are exposed to a variety of
different acting styles and practitioners who exemplify each major development.

How does the Drama curriculum help pupils to participate in future study or
employment?
Our Drama curriculum provides a firm foundation for future study at A Level or Level 3
BTEC Award by giving a broad overview of the Western theatrical tradition from its
beginnings in Ancient Greece, through all of the major developments in the medium and
including modern works from some of the most exciting modern practitioners. They have
the opportunity to develop their performance skills using relevant repertoire and subject
specific terminology.

This can lead to a career within the performing arts industry as well as effectively
supporting many other career paths which require the ‘soft skills’ honed through Drama.

How does the Drama curriculum enable pupils to participate in the wider cultural, social
or political conversations of society?
By studying a range of texts that explore a myriad of ideas, our pupils are exposed to ideas
and concepts that will help them to engage with the wider cultural, social, and political
conversations of society. For example, A Doll’s House deals with inequality between the
sexes, morality, money and the law; by studying Epic Theatre and Oh! What a Lovely War,
pupils examine the way that theatre can be used to change the minds of the audience and
manipulate the way the audience thinks about issues in society and Lovesong deals with
infertility, infidelity and assisted dying.



How does the Drama curriculum promote reading and disciplinary literacy?
Drama provides ample opportunity for reading, in class, for homeworks and for coursework
research. The texts we use are varied and often challenging. For Component 1: Exploring
the Performing Arts, pupils are expected to conduct their own research and present their
findings. This requires a substantial amount of reading. Subject specific terminology is used
from the beginning of the course and honed through the use of lesson logs.


