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What is your vision for the Child development curriculum?
At Great Yarmouth Charter Academy, our aim is that learners develop applied knowledge
and practical skills in child development. The course of study is designed with both
practical and theoretical elements that will prepare learners for progression to further
qualifications and job opportunities. These areas include the child care field, health and
social care field, psychology, sociology and biology. We aim to develop learners who are
able to evaluate, research, plan and observe, so they can use these skills within the subject
and be applied to many subjects and areas of life.

Becoming a parent is one of life’s major experiences, and it is also one of life’s major
responsibilities. Responsibility for the wellbeing of a child starts before conception and our
vision is that this course will aim to provide learners with an overview of  the roles and
responsibilities of parenthood in order for learners to appreciate that child development and
family life contributes to the development of our culture and to social cohesion

What is ambitious about the Child development curriculum?
The child development curriculum is ambitious because learners will not only develop the
essential knowledge and understanding in child development, but also help learners
understand, explain and evaluate theoretical issues in the field of early childhood studies
and to apply this critical understanding to issues within a workplace.

The work covered will aid learners to grow as reflective practitioners with a commitment to
lifelong learning, whether this be on a professional or personal level. It will give the learner
the tools to consider their own attitudes to learning  and development which will
encourage the provision of richer learning experiences.

By covering core content, posing questions and presenting contentious issues for learners
to address, the course aims to prepare learners for progression to further qualifications.

It also teaches that childcare practitioners need to take an holistic approach to working with
young children to enhance a child’s overall wellbeing. This relates to not only the present
but also in the future, whether in a professional or personal manner.



How does Child development teach pupils “the best knowledge we have”?
Learners will consider the physical, intellectual, emotional and social development of a
child. The curriculum has been designed to take a holistic approach when learning about
the development of a child from birth to five years

As well as the core content covered across the three units, child development also delves
into different perspectives and theories on development, childhood and education. For
example, pupils investigate the Montessori method of education, which is a system of
education for young children that seeks to develop natural interests and activities rather
than use teaching methods. Learners will also consider the nature/nurture debate by
studying recent case studies, and then evaluating and challenging these theories.

By challenging these theories and views we allow our learners to gain a wider perspective
on childhood and development which would in turn would benefit family life within society.

The subject teaches learners about the needs, values and customs of a child which will help
learners manage relationships positively within society to provide the best opportunities for
children and young people.

What is the core entitlement for all pupils who study Child development at KS4?

Unit What will pupils study? What will pupils learn?

Year 10 Autumn
term 1

Unit RO18: Health and
well-being for children
(Theory)
Learning outcome 1 :
Understand reproduction and
the roles and responsibilities of
parenthood.
Learning outcome 2:
Understand antenatal care and
preparation for birth.

Pupils will develop an
understanding in the following
areas:

● Roles and
responsibilities of
parenthood

● Socialisation, customs
and values

● Factors affecting the
decision to have
children

● Pre-conceptual health
● Contraception
● Male and female

reproduction
● Menstrual cycle
● Conception - the stages

and how to improve
pre-conceptual care.

● Signs and symptoms of
pregnancy

● Health professionals
roles including the



midwife, GP,
Obstetrician,
Paediatrician and
Gynaecologist.

● Antenatal care - their
importance and clinics.

● Antenatal checks
● Stages of labour and

pain relief.

Year 10 Autumn
term 2

Unit RO18: Health and
well-being for children
(Theory)
Learning outcome 3 :
Understand postnatal check,
postnatal provision and
conditions for development..
Learning outcome 4:
Understand how to recognise,
manage and prevent childhood
illnesses.

Pupils will develop an
understanding in the following
areas:

● The postnatal checks of
the newborn baby

● The specific needs of
the pre-term (premature)
baby

● The postnatal provision
available for the mother
and baby and the
postnatal needs of the
family.

● Conditions for
development

● How immunity to
disease and infection
can be acquired

● How to recognise and
treat common childhood
ailments and diseases

● When to seek treatment
by a Dr: Key signs and
symptoms

● Diet related illnesses
● The needs of an ill child
● How to prepare a child

for a stay in hospital.

Year 10 Spring term
1

Unit RO18: Health and
well-being for children
(Theory)
Learning outcome 5: Know
about child safety

Revision from Unit RO18
LO1, LO2, LO3, LO4, LO5

Pupils will develop an
understanding in the following
areas:

● How to create a safe,
child-friendly
environment

● Safety Labelling
● Be aware of the most

common childhood
accidents

● Social safety

Year 10 Spring term
2

Unit RO19: Understand the
equipment and nutritional
needs of children from birth

Pupils will develop an
understanding in the following
areas:



to five years. (Controlled
Assessment tasks)
Learning outcome 1:
Understand the key factors
when choosing equipment for
babies from birth to 12 months.

● Key equipment to be
considered for babies
from birth to 12 months.

● Key factors to consider
when choosing
equipment for babies
from birth to 12 months.

Here pupils will research the
necessary equipment required
for a nursery setting, choose
the relevant equipment and give
justification for choice. Pupils
will also link back to previous
knowledge,

Year 10 Summer
term 1

Unit RO19: Understand the
equipment and nutritional
needs of children from birth
to five years. (Controlled
Assessment tasks)
Learning outcome 2:
Understand the key factors
when choosing equipment for
children from one to five years..

Pupils will develop an
understanding in the following
areas:

● Key equipment to be
considered for children
from one to five years

● Key factors to consider
when choosing
equipment for children
from one to five years.

Here pupils will research the
necessary equipment required
for a nursery setting, choose
the relevant equipment and give
justification for choice. Pupils
will also link back to previous
knowledge,

Year 10 Summer
term 2

Unit RO19: Understand the
equipment and nutritional
needs of children from birth
to five years. (Controlled
Assessment tasks)
Learning outcome 3: Know the
nutritional guidelines for
children from one to five years.

Pupils will develop an
understanding in the following
areas:

● Current government
dietary guidelines

● The functions and
sources of nutrients

● Nutritional requirements
for stages of feeding.

Here pupils will produce
resources for new nursery staff
which explains the nutritional
requirements guidelines for
children including weaning,
Healthy Eating plate and
Government guidelines.



Unit What will pupils study? What will pupils learn?

Year 11 Autumn
term 1

Unit RO19: Understand the
equipment and nutritional
needs of children from birth
to five years. (Controlled
Assessment tasks)
Learning outcome 4: Be able to
investigate and develop feeding
solutions for children from one
to five years..

Pupils will develop an
understanding in the following
areas:

● How to investigate
feeding solutions

● How to develop feeding
solutions for babies
aged 0 to 6 months

● How to evaluate feeding
solutions.

Here pupils will undertake a
practical investigation into
feeding methods from birth to 6
months. Whilst undertaking the
practical investigation, pupils
will include the following in their
evidence.

● Nutrition analysis
● Factors to consider
● Hygiene practices
● Comparisons
● Evaluation
● Conclusions

Year 11 Autumn
term 2

Unit RO20: Understand the
development of children from
birth to five years. (Controlled
Assessment tasks)
Learning outcome 1:
Understand the physical,
intellectual and social
development norms for children
from one to five years.

Pupils will develop an
understanding in the following
areas:

● The developmental
norms from birth to five
years including
sequence of
development

● Physical development
(fine and gross motor
skills)

● Intellectual development
(language, reading and
writing, communication
and number skills)

● Social development
(Communicating,
behaviour, sharing and
independence/self
esteem).

Here pupils will need to create
factsheets for nursery
practitioners by researching the
terms physical, intellectual and
social development, giving the
individual ‘norms’ for each



development area from birth to
five years.

Year 11 Spring term
1

Unit RO20: Understand the
development of children from
birth to five years. (Controlled
Assessment tasks)
Learning outcome 2:
Understand the benefits of
learning through play.

Pupils will develop an
understanding in the following
areas:

● The types of play
(manipulative,co-operati
ve, solitary, physical and
creative play)

● The six stages of play
(Unoccupied, Solitary,
Onlooker, Parallel.
Associative and
Cooperative Play.)

● Benefits of play
(physical, intellectual,
social and creative)/

Here pupils will need to create
an informative resource for
nursery practitioners to use in
order to plan activities with a
young child and how play is
beneficial. Pupils will research
the different types and stages of
play and how they can affect a
child’s learning.

Year 11 Spring term
2

Unit RO20: Understand the
development of children from
birth to five years. (Controlled
Assessment tasks)
Learning outcome 3: Be able to
plan different play activities for
a chosen developmental area
with a child from birth to five
years.

Unit RO20: Understand the
development of children from

Pupils will develop an
understanding in the following
areas:

● How to plan a range of
different play activities
for a chosen
developmental area with
a child from birth to five
years.

● Methods of observations
● Methods of recording

Here pupils will use their
collected research to plan two
activities they could do with
their chosen child. They will
choose them by identifying
where a child is progressing in
each of their development
areas. They will also need to
resource each of the planned
activities.

Pupils will develop an
understanding in the following



birth to five years. (Controlled
Assessment tasks)
Learning outcome 4: Be able to
carry out and evaluate different
play activities for a chosen
developmental area with a child
from birth to five years.

areas:
● How to carry out a range

of different activities for
a chosen developmental
area by introducing the
activity to the child,
using numerous
methods of observing
and recording the
activities and comparing
the child with the
expected developmental
norms for the chosen
area.

● How to evaluate the
activities by identifying
strengths, weaknesses
and improvements and
drawing valid
conclusions.

Here pupils will carry out the
planned activities with a young
child. From the activities
planned in unit 3, pupils will
arrange to meet their child and
carry out the two planned
activities.They will then write up
the outcomes in order to
successfully evaluate their
effectiveness.

Year 11 Summer
term 1

Finishing all coursework
RO19/RO20 to meet
submission deadlines.

Revision for Unit RO18: Health
and well-being for children
(Theory)

Revision for Unit RO18: Health
and well-being for children
(Theory)
Learning outcome 1 :
Understand reproduction and
the roles and responsibilities of
parenthood.
Learning outcome 2:
Understand antenatal care and
preparation for birth.
Learning outcome 3: postnatal
provision and conditions for
development..
Learning outcome 4:
Understand how to recognise,
manage and prevent childhood
illnesses.
Learning outcome 5: Know
about child safety

End of course.



Year 11 Summer
term 2

How have you ensured the Child development curriculum is sequenced to build
knowledge and/or skills over time?
The DFE requires qualifications to provide evidence of synoptic assessment that
demonstrates pupils’ broad understanding of what they have studied in their courses. The
content has been written in a way that allows learners to  sequentially build up their skills,
knowledge and understanding between the unit RO18 and the remaining units over the
course of their programme of learning. This ensures that learners can apply their learning in
ways which show they are able to make connections across the qualification. This also
allows the demonstration of a learner to be able to assess and develop their  use of
transferable skills.

How does the Child development curriculum take pupils beyond their everyday
experience?
In child development pupils have the opportunity to explore different theoretical views in
regards to learning and development which helps them to question and challenge the way
individuals and society grows and develops. Learners are able to explore child development
through the varying beliefs and evidence of sociologists and psychologists.

Learners are able to recognise that society's views and opinions in the field of child
development grow and change over time and are able to debate and challenge these views
and opinions. This could be because of science, societal expectations/ views, religion or
culture. This allows learners to challenge the stereotypical views of society, becoming a
parent and the responsibilities/roles that parenthood will entail.

Throughout the course, learners are also able to participate in the Realcare baby
programme which provides the opportunity for young people to have a realistic hands-on
experience which highlights the demands and responsibilities of parenting.

How have you ensured that the Child development curriculum is broad and balanced?
This qualification provides the potential to develop learners’ understanding of spiritual,
moral, ethical, social, legislative, economic and cultural issues. Spiritually, learners are able
to identify how child development methods, principles and values support children.
Spiritual well-being can be enhanced through, for example, the activities offered to develop
creative abilities and respect can be shown for individuals needs and how these impact
their lives. Moral issues are also considered such as offering pupils the opportunity to



reflect on the values of care and to consider some of the dilemmas faced when dealing with
children from all walks of life. Ethical issues are considered when learners understand
about the rights of children and understanding the values of care, to promote protection
and fair and equal treatment. Learners have the opportunity to consider economic issues
such as learning about making informed decisions about the provision for children (e.g
meals, toys, development activities), and the different types of childcare settings and
support services that are available for use taking into consideration the implications for
availability and cost.

How does the Child development curriculum help pupils to participate in future study or
employment?
The OCR National Cambridge National Certificate in Child development is a vocational
qualification that allows suitable progression routes for all types of learners. This
qualification will provide learners with the underpinning skills and knowledge that will
enable them to choose the most appropriate progression routes for their particular needs.
This could be a T Level in Education and Childcare, Apprenticeships in Early Years
Education (Level 3), Cambridge Technicals in Health and Social Care and A Level
Biology/Sociology.

Learners are introduced throughout the units to the various health care professionals
involved in the care of children, and when possible, healthcare professionals in these fields
have visited the school to give advice on their main focus and area of interest.

The topics within the course allows learners to develop a wide range of knowledge both
academically and in terms of life skills. Controlled Assessment tasks require a vast amount
of independent study both in and out of the classroom which will prepare pupils for future
study and enable them to take ownership of their own learning. Learners also  develop a
range of skills that will help them to succeed in the workplace and also in other subjects.
These skills include verbal communication, research and planning.

How does the Child development curriculum enable pupils to participate in the wider
cultural, social or political conversations of society?
Child development helps develop pupils' appreciation of cultural issues, such as
understanding that child development and family life contributes to the development of our
culture and to social cohesion.

Learners are able to show cultural awareness of children when communicating and
interacting with them through the knowledge of religion.



In terms of social issues, the course identifies how child development and care can affect
the quality of life experienced and how individuals’ requirements are met. It allows pupils to
debate current issues within society such as contraception, abortion, the advanatges and
disadvantages of different methods of feeding, cyberbullying and child grooming.

Learners also investigate issues arising from the political arena as they study the main
legislations relating to child development and care such as the Data Protection Act,
Equality Act, Health and safety and other legislations that apply to the sector.

Learners have the opportunity to learn about how working practices impact upon the
environment. For example, how the production of diet plans for specific dietary
requirements can reduce the carbon footprint by incorporating locally farmed produce in
season, and through improvements in waste management by following policies and
procedures for sustainably disposing and recycling of care waste.

Finally, understanding the difference between needs and wants and how specific materials
may impact on the environment. The course is also designed to consider theoretical
elements which prepare learners for further qualifications.

How does the Child development curriculum promote reading and disciplinary literacy?
Core knowledge is taught through booklets, which learners will read and answer both
comprehension and exam questions on. Keyword knowledge homework tests are carried
out with 3 tests per unit, this ensures that learners have a wider Tier 3 subject specific
keyword vocabulary to become fluent in the language and understanding of the subject.
When researching topics for controlled assessments, pupils have to read various research
papers which evaluate specific topics. They are then required to summarise and conclude
their findings which challenges the pupil’s deeper understanding of the texts and
arguments. Academic articles on the various theorists are also used which are academic in
nature and therefore give an understanding of the higher level texts  and deeper thinking
which they may be introduced to at A level standard.


