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What is your vision for the Art curriculum?
At Great Yarmouth Charter Academy, we want pupils to appreciate art and to see its place
in the world and industry. Our wish is that every pupil will be able to leave school with a
diverse and rich knowledge about artists and art techniques. One of our aims for pupils is to
become excited about art in its many diverse forms and to develop skills that will stay with
pupils throughout their lives. Our curriculum allows pupils to participate in lessons by
teaching the vocabulary of art, and by posing questions that encourage pupils to become
more inquisitive about artistic techniques and artists' work.

At GCSE, we wish for pupils to become independent, visual thinkers so they can be
creative.

What is ambitious about the Art curriculum?
Our Art curriculum is ambitious because we ensure pupils learn through art about different
cultures. We cover diverse subjects that are relevant for today's society and expose pupils
to new and exciting artists and art  techniques. We look back on history and how it
intertwines with art history and make it relevant to pupils' learning.

At KS4, we are ambitious in the way we enable pupils to pursue their own topics, focusing
on their individual interests and own strengths. Pupils explore a wide range of techniques
that can be challenging to produce to a high standard. This is a challenge for the art
department but important to get the best out of the pupils and the course.

How does Art teach pupils “the best knowledge we have”?
Arts at Charter encourages self-expression and creativity and we aim to build confidence as
well as a sense of individual identity. We help pupils to develop critical thinking and the
ability to interpret the world around us. Art influences us by changing opinions, values
and experiences and affects the sense of self. Pupils learn how painting, sculpture,
music, literature and the other arts are often considered the memory of today's society.

Pupils are taught about the different cultures and artists that they would not  normally
come across in their own lives. They can question reality against abstraction and the world



they live in. They will philosophise about what they know to be art and develop their own
ideas into their own work.

Pupils will understand that classical art is more about using the correct proportions of an
object or subject matter and striving for perfection with form, shape, tone and colour,
depicting paintings that showed the technique of ‘Realism’. Today we can see this
technique in art through using photography as a tool for painting ‘photorealistically’. Pupils
are taught to draw, paint in a realistic way which is very ambitious. We teach pupils the
fundamentals of what is seen to be great art but then teach them that in art you can make
mistakes because we learn from these.

What is the core entitlement for all pupils who study Art at KS3?

Unit What will pupils study? What will pupils learn?

Year 7 Autumn term Line
Formal elements - LIne, Form

Tone/Value
Formal elements - Tone, Form,
Line

- Basics of how to hold a
pencil correctly for
drawing

- Continuous Line
drawing

- Blind contour drawing
- Picasso who used Line.
- Art history - Cubism art

movement
- Picasso’s influence on

art and today's
contemporary art

- Artists Aaron Farley,
Maurizio Anzen.

- Form/shape

- Tonal values
- Realistic art tonal

drawing.
- Form/shape
- Drawing a cube, sphere,

ball, cone using the
tonal values

- Drawing from reference
- Drawing from

observation
- Colour and tone
- Monochrome colours
- Using paint to show the



monochrome colours of
one colour.

- Artists - Georgia
O’Keeffe

- Pupils will create their
own paintings as a
response to GOK’s
work.

Year 7 Spring term Colour Theory
Formal elements - Colour, Line,
Form

- Colour theory - Why do
artists use colour?

- Why is colour important
in art?

- Links back to Line and
tone.

- Primary colours,
Secondary colours,
Complimentary colours,
Tertiary colours,
Analogous colours

- Colour mixing
- Using colour whilst

drawing from reference
and observation.

- History of colour
- Artists - David Hockney

and Matisse.

Year 7 Summer term Aborignal Art
Formal elements - Line, Colour,
Texture, Form and Pattern

- History of the
Aborigines - culture and
art techniques - Dot
painting - links made to
colour theory.

- Drawing of Australian
animals and birds.

- Drawing from reference
- Boomerang painting
- Study the work of

Aboriginal Artists.
- Clay making of an

Aboriginal mask using
pupils' own design
linking to the
Aborigines, culture,
animals and dot
painting.



Year 8 Autumn term Building and Architecture
Formal elements - Line, tone,
colour, value, space and pattern

- History of Architecture
- Meaning of Architecture

and ‘What is an
Architect’.

- Designers/Architects
past and present.

- One and two point
perspective drawing of
buildings drawn from
reference.

- Line drawings of
buildings.

- Continuous Line
drawing

- Drawing of the
buildings pupils know of
in and around G. Y.

- Drawing of the Tower
yard in G.Y.C.A.

- Pupils learn about the
different types of
buildings throughout
the world and
architects.

- Introduction to architect
- Antonio Gaudi.

- Links to colour, no
straight lines, natural
resources, natural
forms.

- Introduction to architect,
designer, artist and
painter -
Hundertwasser.

- Pupils learn that
buildings can be very
creative and with
different use of
materials used.

- Why is
Hundertwasser's
houses different from
the more conventional
architect built houses
we live and work in?



- Artists research page
with personal views,
individual thinking on
Hundertwasser’s work.

Year 8 Spring term Hundertwasser - Architect and
artist.
Formal elements - Line, form,
pattern and colour

- Responding to
Hundertwasser’s work.

- Links to previous topics
using colour, line, form
and introducing pattern.

- Paint and collage
papers used to produce
a large piece of work
that shows the
buildings of G.Y./Pupils
can create their own
design.

- Links made to
Hundertwasser's work -
Patterns used - Spirals,
circles, two tone
painting, Lollipop trees,
No straight lines and a
landscape.

Year 8 Summer term Surrealism
Formal elements - Line, Form,
Tone, Colour, Space.

- Links to previous topics
- Colour, Tone and Line.

- History of Surrealism,
Surrealism strategies
used.

- Realism painting and
quirky, witty artists
techniques.

- Artists - Salvador Dali
and Rene Magritte.

- Pupils learn about the
different ways of seeing
artists work that are
expressive and
emotional

- Surrealist strategies
used for pupils to draw
objects and Transform
them into a Surrealist
piece of art.

- Transformation



- Final outcome using
Exquisite Corpse
technique - Storytelling
through objects. Art
techniques -
Watercolours, paint,
colour toning.

Year 9 Autumn term Wave project
Formal elements - Line, Form,
Colour, Space, Texture

- Suffolk artist Maggi
Hambling study and
research page.

- (Looking at a local artist
that is known
worldwide)

- Pupils will learn about
‘What influences artists
to produce the work
they produce?’ Pupils to
make informed choices
independently about
their own views on MH
work.

- Art techniques learned,
Impasto,
Pencil tone drawing,
Pen drawing,  Oil pastel,
Watercolour. Colour
pencil on black paper

- Clay wave
learnt, to
produce a
response to MH
work by using
texture in clay.

Year 9 Spring term Cubism art movement and
Abstraction.
Formal elements - Line, Form,
Pattern, Colour, Space

- Links to previous topic-
Different texture using

collage papers and cardboard.
- History of Cubism and

artists.
- Artist research on



George Braque and
contemporary artist
Clark Goolsby.

- Pupils to research their
own topic from a
selection of ideas
proposed. Ie: Identity,
Environment or LBGT.

- Pupils learn about the
two techniques that
Cubists ruled by -
Analytical and Synthetic
cubism.

- Pupils learn that the
Cubist artists
emphasized the flat,
two - dimensional
surface and rejected the
traditional techniques of
perspective, tone, and
light.

- Drawing from Still Life
objects and drawing
from reference.

- Monoprinting
- Painting and collage

skills.
- Typography - How fonts

and words are very
expressive.

- Collage papers and
cardboard, Newspapers
etc.

Year 9 Summer term Angie Lewin project
Formal elements - Line, colour
pattern, Shape, Form

- Drawing of Natural
forms - leaves, flowers,
seeds etc. using various
mediums.

- Links to previous topic -
Abstraction.

- Artist research page.
- Artist response using

drawings from reference
and observation.



- Abstraction of drawings
into shapes and
patterns.

How have you ensured the Art curriculum is sequenced to build knowledge and/or skills
over time?
The curriculum for art has been sequenced to draw links between each topic through the
techniques and formal elements they include. In each year, pupils build on the skills and
knowledge they have previously learned and developed. For example, line, tone, colour,
form, texture and pattern are introduced in year 7 and then developed in complexity during
year 8 and 9. In year 8, understanding is advanced by looking at architecture and
Surrealism; in year 9, understanding is refined during a unit on Cubism.

How does the art curriculum take pupils beyond their everyday experience?
The art curriculum takes pupils beyond their everyday experience by learning about the
history of art and the art of different cultures, as well as by using art techniques they have
not used before. Pupils learn about artists, and their place in art today and the past.

Pupils learn that  art can be seen in many places, not just in galleries and that there are
different forms of art; for example, everything they touch has been designed and created by
someone who has an appreciation of art.

Most importantly, pupils learn to express themselves creatively with influences taken from
artist  techniques and inspiration through images, photographs, and what surrounds their
everyday lives.. They learn that art can make a difference to peoples lives of all ages.

How have you ensured that the art curriculum is broad and balanced?
The art curriculum is broad and balanced because pupils learn about the history of art
through modern and contemporary art. Many artists are used to explain cultures and the
timelines of art history.

Art is broad and can be biased. The art curriculum is designed to explain the
misconceptions and ideas for why art is important in the world of today. How connections
are made fundamentally from the past to the present day and the future. For example in
Year 7, pupils study ‘Aboriginal Art’, their ancient culture, their artistic heritage and how it is

used in contemporary art today. Contemporary Aboriginal art lives on today with great
international recognition and demand for works that follow their methods.



How does the art curriculum help pupils to participate in future study or employment?
Our curriculum provides pupils with the opportunity to explore a diverse range of courses
for the future, such as BTECS in graphic design, textiles, fashion design, photography, fine
art etc. For those wishing to take art further there are A-Levels in art and design that cover
the same as the BTECS but also History of Art. Pupils would be able to use the skills and
knowledge they learnt for these courses.

Generally the art curriculum helps pupils to think outside the box. Pupils will learn skills in
art and photography by learning to see more clearly, make critical analysis and learn that
the arts are subjective. The skills they will learn will help towards other subjects in maths,
English, analytical writing, history and culture. Art provides pupils to think creatively and
solve problems - an asset that many employees would regard highly.

How does the art curriculum enable pupils to participate in the wider cultural, social or
political conversations of society?
Studying art at GYCA helps pupils to look at and question the world. Our curriculum gives
pupils opportunities to self-reflect, observe and make analytical comments, and pupils will
be given the chance to critique the work of artists and others. For example, pupils in year 9
will look at the technique of Cubism (broken lines etc) and apply this to a creative/individual
piece of work of their own.

At GYCA our intention is to help give pupils a way into the art world. To appreciate an
understanding of art through talking to other like minded people who find art interesting.
Pupils will develop more of a love of the diversity of art also through visiting art galleries
and museums. Here they will be able to look at a work of art and make their interpretation
of what appeals to them.

How does the art curriculum promote reading and disciplinary literacy?
Art in school is mainly used to provide pupils with skills and art techniques. We do however
use reading to promote literacy, in particular to expose pupils to key words.

In project work, pupils are required to use keywords with the correct meaning. In the art
curriculum for each year group, the ‘Formal elements’ are used; Form, Line, Shape, Space,
Texture and Value. Starting in year 7 pupils will be given artistic vocabulary words to learn
and understand their particular meaning in the subject. For example, ‘tone’ is often referred
to in music but in art ‘tone’ means the light and darkness of something. In year 9, pupils
study the work of artist Maggi Hambling where they use vocabulary that is associated with



her style of painting, eg: ‘Impasto’ is a technique where a palette knife is used to pick up oil
paints and apply this to the canvas.


