
 

 

A/AS Level English Literature AQA  

 

If you want a solid understanding of how texts can be connected and how they can be 

interpreted in multiple ways, even if it’s just to prepare yourself for critical research and 

essay writing at university, then this is the course for you. We will encourage you to arrive at 

your own conclusions and become confident autonomous readers. We will offer you a rich, 

challenging and coherent approach to English literature that provides an excellent basis for 

studying the subject at university. 

 

Entry Requirements 

For this course, you must achieve a minimum grade 5 in both GCSE English Literature and 

GCSE English Language, but a grade 6 or above in both subjects is preferred.  

 

What does A Level English Literature lead to? 

 

A-Level English Literature is one of the most transferable courses and will enable students to 

successfully further their studies in English in higher education, while also providing key 

skills necessary for most university courses. With an A-Level in English Literature, the 

opportunities are endless and diverse.  

 

 

What you will learn 

Firstly, you will study three texts around the genre of tragedy. This will include one 

Shakespeare play, a second drama text, a novel and a collection of poetry. 

 

Secondly, you will study three texts within the genre of crime writing: one post-2000 prose 

text, one pre-1900 poetry text and one further text. This will include texts which focus on 

transgressions against established order and the breaking of either national, social, religious 

or moral laws. 

 

Lastly, you will complete a unit based around ‘Theory and Independence’. This component 

will require you to read widely,choose your own texts, and require you to understand that 

contemporary study of literature needs to be informed by different theoretical and critical 

methods. 

 

How is Literature assessed? 

 

Written 
Paper 

Components Time Grade 

Contribution 

Paper 1 Shakespeare and one other text 2 hrs 30 mins 40% 

Paper 2 Poetry and Prose Study  3 hours 40% 

NEA Two essays  NEA 20% 

 

 


